
Backgound 

I’d encourage reading through Isaiah chapters 54 and 55. 

William Carey is known as the Father of the Modern Missionary Movement who kickstarted the sending of 
missionaries from churches to unreached people groups, in a climate of complacency in the church. Few were 
interested in going abroad and the view of at least some ministers was that “reaching the unconverted heathen” 
was God’s work and not mankind’s. 

His famous sermon on May 31st, 1792 at the annual Nottingham conference for Baptist ministers called people to 
take Christ’s Great Commission— to the church — as a personal and corporate responsibility. 

The key points of the message were: Expect Great Things from God and Attempt Great Things for God. 

He took his text that day as Isaiah 54:2-3. 

Isaiah 54:1-3  "Sing, O barren woman, you who never bore a child; burst into song, shout for joy, you who were 
never in labor; because more are the children of the desolate woman than of her who has a husband," says the 
LORD.  2 "Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your cords, 
strengthen your stakes.  3 For you will spread out to the right and to the left; your descendants will dispossess 
nations and settle in their desolate cities.  

This message has layers:  

• it was a promise of comfort and hope to Israel that the time of punishment/abandonment will end and she 
will return from exile, that the nation would continue to exist and be restored. 

• It was a proclamation of what Jesus (the suffering servant of Isaiah 53) would accomplish and as such 
what is said in chapter 54-55 can be read through a spiritual lens— the peace, prosperity, righteousness, 
covenant are with God in an everlasting sense, as accomplished through Jesus death and resurrection. 

• It is to be a fulfillment of the promise to Abraham that through his descendants would come blessing to all of 
humanity. 

• It is a call to God’s people as the church* to reach out into the world with the gospel (“the Kingdom of God 
is near, repent and believe the good news”). 

• These verse have been impressed upon DCBC leadership over several decades, as a call to this church.  

*Isaiah 54-55 applied far beyond Israel in the exile. In Galatians 4:24-31 Paul refers to the church as children of the barren women – 

his point being that the Galatians are no longer people of the law. And by implication children are not limited to the descendants of 

Israel but to anyone joining the kingdom of God (coming under his rule and authority and making the Lord their God). But further, 

his illusions to a heavenly Jerusalem draws the application of Isaiah 54 into the present and eschatological future. By Paul the 

promises of Isaiah 54 are understood as addressed to the church of the new age, Jerusalem above.  

 

Israel was always meant to be a light to the nations. 

Isaiah 49:6  I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the 
earth."  

That they were set apart and blessed was not just for their own benefit, but so that they could bless humanity. They 
were meant to act as God’s servants- ambassadors. Israel was meant to be attractive- anyone could join it and be 
part of God’s people. The tendency in Israel was to miss this key purpose and focus on their own prosperity and 
protection (God’s blessing).  

Yahweh is described as a Father looking for children - desiring to grow his spiritual family, adopting people to be his 
own. 

The Great Commission recasts this ancient vision of Isaiah- calling us to grow his family. 

 

Questions 



1. Can you see any of the tendencies in Israel, in us as the local church? 
a. Why is that? 

2. How can we be expectant of what God will do through us? 
3. What does attempting look like (missionally) in your own context? 
4. What does it take to attempt great things? 
5. How can the church (being God’s people) fulfil this call of Isaiah? 

 


